The Questions of When You Believed 

Acts 18:24-28 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him and explained to him the way of God more accurately. 27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. ESV

Acts 19:1-7 And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" And they said, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." 3 And he said, "Into what then were you baptized?" They said, "Into John's baptism." 4 And Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus." 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Our text in the 19th chapter of Acts should be or ought to become a very familiar passage of scripture to every Christian.  We read the last verses of the 18th chapter because they introduce us to the man, Apollos, and serve as proper context for the passage.  The chapter numbers were not in the original text and the story flows seamlessly from the teaching of Apollos by Aquila and Priscilla to the winning of these twelve men in Ephesus by the Apostle Paul.  The two events happened very close together time wise and were remarkable in that it was essentially the same situation.  By looking at Apollos’ account we can learn more fully about the twelve men in Ephesus and vice versa.  Both were coming from the same spiritual background of “knowing only the baptism of John.”  They were not complete in their knowledge and the Apostles’ and Apostolic believer’s dealings with them are very enlightening.  

The key phrase is that question asked by the Apostle Paul:

Acts 19:2a And he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" ESV
Notice that it is not, “did you receive the Holy Spirit since you believed?” And it is not, “did you receive the Holy Spirit after you believed?”  That is not what the Apostle asked.  He is not speaking of a second blessing that a believer receives after their point of believing, but is speaking to the nature of the first blessing.  When you believed, did you receive?  Did you receive when you believed?  According to the Apostle, the two should have been synonymous.  When they believed, they should have received and vice versa.  And it is interesting that the first thing that the Apostle Paul – the one who wrote Romans and Ephesians and many, many other epistles – first asked someone who claimed to be a believer is this question:  “Did you receive the Holy Spirit since you believed?”  

This message, today, is that message and therefore is an Apostolic message; a message that if the Apostle Paul were somehow alive today and able to come preach this Sunday morning in our church you would have likely heard him preach.  I do not think for a minute that such a sermon – even if preached by the Apostle Paul directly – would be received well in most churches of mainstream Christianity today because they have drifted so far from Biblical ideals as to propagate a religion that would have been unrecognizable to the early Apostles who founded the church of the book of Acts.  I hope it will be received in this place because I above all else wish our church to be a church that Peter, Paul, and above all else, Jesus Christ would be comfortable in and familiar with.  That does not mean that we have to kill the electricity and go back to dirt floors and acoustic instruments, but it does mean that the doctrine and the message that is preached and believed must match what the Apostles preached back then.  If an Apostle asked a question back then, I want it to always be in order to ask it today in our church.  And so the question of the Apostle Paul rings out to all here today:  “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  If the answer is “no,” then something is greatly lacking from your experience with God.

______________________________________________________________________

Let us ensure that we understand the context of the passage and the story line before we draw any applications to our own lives, today.  To make sure that you’ve accurately interpreting scripture, you must interact with the context of a passage and speak to it in relation to the verses around it.  So we back up and learn of Apollos.

Apollos was a learned man, a Jew.  Actually he was a proselyte because he was Alexandrian by race so that means that he was born a Gentile and converted to Judaism fully.  He was “learned” and “mighty in the scriptures.”  He was “fervent in the scriptures” which means that he was able to effectively and passionately speak of scripture with revelatory insight.  We find that he was, “instructed in the way of the Lord” but this does not mean that he had all of his facts straight because “he only knew John’s baptism.”  He spoke accurately of Jesus, so far as he knew, but his knowledge was greatly lacking because no one had shown him more fully the ways of Christ.  

Apparently, somewhere in times past Apollos had come across the forerunner of Christ, John the Baptist, and heard his message, dissected it and turned to the scriptures to even more fully proclaim it.  John the Baptist’s chief subjects were that men should repent, for the Messiah Savior was coming and that the Messiah Savior would baptize men with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  Apollos only knew Jesus Christ through John’s preaching and had not yet experienced what Christ had come to bring.  This is a very religious man and very fervent and very sincere and yet very lacking in experience because he lacked the Holy Spirit and thus a full revelation of Christ.  Are not there many such preachers today in our world?

I admire this man, Apollos.  Despite only a limited view of the kingdom of God, yet he fervently, devotedly, consistently, and accurately taught what he knew.  There is a great message in this for Spirit-filled Christians who know much more than Apollos knew and yet sit and do nothing with it in their lives because they are afraid of what they might not know.  To you, I say if you want to know more then do something with what you do have.  Many of you know and have experienced much more than this Apollos as we first find him in scripture, yet what are you doing with what God has given you?

Somewhere at a synagogue assembly two converts of the Apostle Paul, Aquila and Priscilla, heard Apollos speak and recognized his sincerity and power yet realized that he was greatly lacking in experience and knowledge the full ways of Christ.  They heard him, and we read:

Acts 18:26b they took him and explained to him the way of God more accurately. ESV 

I don’t know who is greater here, Aquila and Priscilla or Apollos.  Both are model examples of how we should be in life.  Here is Aquila and Priscilla in the congregation listening to Apollos preach and yet they knew far more than the preacher.  And what they do not do is slam him or take out a billboard labeling him a heretic.  Instead they approached him and began to speak to him about the scriptures and in doing so, they “explained to him the way of God more accurately.”  Truly, we should not criticize those whom we have not given an opportunity to know what we have come to know by the revelation of God.  And on the other side, this Apollos – he is the trained and gifted speaker and he is the one with the education and he is the one who was invited to speak, yet he humbly listens to two tent makers, considered what they had to say, searched and double-checked the scriptures to ensure that what they were saying were so, and then realized that they had a greater understanding and experience in God that his previous religious experience had afforded him and upon this realization, Apollos embraced their message and instruction with his whole heart.  There is no bombastic or bravado of, “well, that’s not what I was taught as a kid.”  He was sincere – sincere enough to hunger and thirst for God and realize that God might send someone to him that knew and had experienced more.  

After this instruction, Apollos continued preaching but in a greater knowledge and experience.  Rather than speaking “of the one who was to come” Apollos boldly proclaimed Jesus Christ.  Rather than just saying, “I have believed on Jesus as the Christ and you should too,” Apollos now spoke more fervently the heart of John’s message, “This Christ has come to baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire and I have received it myself!”  Rather than just speaking in enticing words of man’s wisdom and learned oratory ability, Apollos now spoke under a demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit.  No preacher ever lifts his hearers above the level of his own spiritual attainment.  A preacher who has limited experience or knowledge of the Holy Spirit or the scriptures will only lead people to his spiritual height.  But now Apollos was not just preaching about Jesus as one to come and he was not preaching about the Holy Spirit as something in the future, but as something realized!  He was a changed man and as he traveled into Asia, his newly changed message helped believers greatly:

Acts 18:27-28 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. ESV

Ironically, at about the same time that Apollos left Ephesus for Achaia, the Apostle Paul arrived in Ephesus.  And ironically, when he arrived the Apostle Paul ran into twelve men who claimed to be believers and yet were very similar to Apollos as we first met him.  Here we have the Apostle’s approach clearly detailed for us and it shows us that the Apostle preached and believed and acted upon the same things that his converts, Aquila and Priscilla, lived by.  As he taught, so the Apostle did in practice.  

As Paul began to speak with these men, he realized that something was lacking.  They had a great deal of truth but not everything.  They come a certain distance spiritually but had paused in their spiritual growth.  One great lesson of our texts is that when Apollos had only heard partially the full Apostolic message and when these twelve men had come part of the way spiritually but had fallen short of everything that they needed to do and receive, that God made sure that someone who knew the way more fully found them and expounded to them what they should and could do.  To Apollos, God sent Aquila and Priscilla and to these twelve men, God sent the Apostle Paul.  Could it be today that God has sent me to speak to you in the same manner?

As Paul listened to these men explain what they were about and what they had believed, he suddenly bursts forth with a question as it dawned on him what they were missing.  I think it likely that there was a degree of surprise in his voice when he asked this question because we are at least 23 years after the Day of Pentecost when this encounter takes place.  The Apostle interrupts them and asks, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  Their reply was “No, we have not heard that there was a Holy Spirit” which is not to say that they had never heard the coming of the Holy Spirit preached because John the Baptist whom they learned under had preached that Jesus Christ would baptize with fire and with the Holy Spirit.  What this phrase means is that although they knew that the Holy Spirit would one day come, they did not know that they could or should receive it.  They did not know that it was for them.  They did not know to even think about receiving it.  The similarities between them and Apollos are striking.

Paul then asked a second question, “Into what then were you baptized?”  And they replied, “into John’s baptism” which essentially meant that they had been baptized with the formula “unto repentance” and had only come to the level of repentance in their pursuit of Christ.  Paul’s reply was:

Acts 19:4-5 And Paul said, "John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus." 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. ESV     

In effect, Paul was saying, “if you were only baptized into John’s baptism, you have not been fully obedient to John’s message because John told you to repent but he also told you to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.”  Notice their response to agreeing with the Apostle Paul that they needed to fully believe in Jesus Christ: they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus!  Then we read:

Acts 19:6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. ESV
As they were obedient to Paul’s instructions, the Holy Spirit came on them and they began speaking in tongues just as the 120 and then 3,000 had received the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost some two decades earlier.  And once the Holy Spirit had come, their preaching and teaching was never the same again but they “prophesied” meaning that they spoke the words of God boldly and under the unction of the Spirit.  From this day forth no Apostle or anyone else would ever have to ask the question, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  They had and they had the signs of the Spirit in their life.  They had received it as it was originally poured out with the evidence of speaking in other tongues as the Spirit gave the utterance and they carried with them after that experience the proof of the changed inner man because everything that they had been doing outwardly was now changed.  Their preaching was changed; their joy was greater.  Read down in the chapter and you will find that the conversion of these twelve men sparked a revival in the area that led to a prolonged harvest and the exaltation of Christ in a good many men and women’s lives.  And all of this began from an Apostle who was willing to ask them a question, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”

________________________________________________________________________

I am not an Apostle but I am an Apostolic preacher.  That means that I do not appeal to some church council of Roman Catholicism or some reformer’s ideas for my doctrine.  I appreciate any reform in the right direction by those in the past.  I appreciate Luther’s grace and Tyndale’s faith.  I appreciate Calvin’s boldness.  But if I can from scripture discern how the original church – the church of the Apostles that were commissioned and called and anointed by Jesus Christ – did something, then all the other is out the window.  I want to believe what the Apostles taught.  I appreciate the Sunday School concept from Wesley, but I want the doctrine and fire of Simon Peter and the Apostle Paul!  I appreciate the use of technology and innovation in use today to spread the Gospel, but even with that I want the Gospel that is being spread and the message that is being delivered through such things to be what was preached by the original preachers of Grace!  

And so I have come to try to spark a 19th chapter of Acts revival in Castroville, today.  I ask you a question, the question of the Apostle Paul:  “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  If not, then realize that the preachers that you have listened to in the past led you as far as they could because of their lacking grasp of Apostolic truth, but God wants you to go further.  There is much more for you than ever before!  Since I am not speaking to just one specific group, let me back up and ask:

Have you believed in Christ?

Notice the question very carefully.  Notice that the question is not, “have you accepted Christ as your personal savior?”  It is not, “have you by verbal confession, accepted Christ to live into your heart?”  Those questions never came from the Apostle Paul’s lips.  Nor did they ever come from Simon Peter, or James or any other New Testament writer.  That is the language of men of the 1700s and is not a Biblical expression of truth.  It’s not a matter of you accepting Christ, it’s a matter Christ accepting you.  And the way you are accepted by Him is to first believe in Him.  Not repeat a creed.  Not graduate a class.  Not be confirmed by a priest.  Not pray a repetitious, heartless prayer repeating after a preacher.  Have you believed in Christ?  Do you fully believe that Christ is the only way to eternal life and your Savior?  Do you believe that He is the Messiah, the God of the Old Testament come in flesh to save humanity?  

If you truly believe in Christ, then you will obey the commandments of Christ.  If you truly believe in Christ, then you will not have the attitude, “I’ve got it all together and I need no further instruction.”  If you truly believe in Christ, then you will open to receive everything that Christ preached for you to receive and He indeed came to baptize you with the fire and with the Holy Spirit!  If you truly believe in Christ, then you are willing to follow Him and your response to having the way explained more perfectly will be obedience to the Gospel of Christ as we see in Apollos’ example and the example of these twelve men.  People who say, “I believe in Christ” and yet in the next breath say, “but I do not need that” about something commanded or promised in scripture do not really believe in Christ as they say.  As He said, “if you love me, keep my commandments.”  And “why do you call me Lord and not do what I say?”  Which leads me to my next question, another question that is fully Apostolic and pulled from the pages of scripture:

Did you repent of your sins when you believed?

The word repent has a two-fold meaning in the Greek terms:  it means to feel sorry for, to show genuine and Godly regret for the sin and harm and wrong that you have done.  And it also means to turn around and head a different direction.  To repent means that you ask God sincerely to forgive you of your wrong doing and that you want to go the opposite direction of such things in the future.  Both Apollos and these twelve men had gone this far before the Apostles came across their paths, but there might be some who have not even gotten this far.  

Notice carefully the question:  “Have you repented since you believed?”  This is Biblical for Jesus Christ echoed John the Baptist in calling men to repentance.  “Unless you repent, you will likewise perish” is red letters in your Bible.  Simon Peter echoed it when he proclaimed to those on the Day of Pentecost who had just then realized the identity of Jesus Christ and believed in Him, when he told them to “repent!”  The question is not, “have you prayed a sinner’s prayer?”  It is not, “have you gone to the front of the church, shaken the preacher’s hand, made your decision for Christ, and repeat after me.”  That is never found in scripture.  Paul never led someone in a sinner’s prayer, but instead asked, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  Peter never led someone in a sinner’s prayer where people followed after him, but commanded, “repent and be baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  I cannot forgive you.  A priest cannot forgive you.  Repentance is more than just getting forgiveness but is the expressing to God that you want things to change and that you are remorseful for your life’s faults and actions.  It is the expressing to God that you want Him to be Lord of All in your life from this moment on.  True repentance doesn’t translate well to television services.  True repentance doesn’t fit neatly within a program.  True repentance means people getting sincere and right with God and it sometimes involves tears and passionate cries of the heart.  You might have to kneel on the floor to block everybody out.  If you’re worried about what someone might think, you’re not serious and not truly repenting.  So I ask the question again:  “Did you repent when you believed?”  

Let me ask another question that is very Biblical.  Paul asked it this way, “how then were you baptized?”  I’ll ask it like this:

Did you get baptized in the name of Jesus when you believed?

Paul told them to believe in Christ and their response upon agreeing was to get baptized “in the name of the Lord Jesus.”  Peter likewise told the people on the Day of Pentecost to “repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.”  Perhaps we should amend the question to, “Did you get baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins when you believed?”  Notice the question is not, “did you get baptized as a public profession of and inward decision of faith?”  The question is not, “did you get baptized as a sign that you were already saved?”  The question is not, “did you get baptized to show that you were joining the local assembly and church?”  Those questions are never found in scripture.  Those terms are not scriptural terms but are again man-made concepts.  The Apostles proclaimed, “be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins.”  They proclaimed as Ananias told Saul who became Paul, “arise, and be baptized calling on the name of the Lord, washing away your sins.”  There is much more going on there than just some public profession of inward faith.  There is much more going on there joining a church assembly.  Sins are being washed away and forgiven.  That can only happen through the application of the blood of Christ to your spiritual man.  That is a cleansing that the Apostles taught happened at water baptism.  It’s essential.  It’s not an extra something to do if you feel like it.  Jesus taught, “He that believes and is baptized shall be saved!”  In question form that is, “Did you get baptized in the name of Jesus when you believed?”  Don’t listen to modern philosophy that tries to explain it away or water it down – water baptism in Jesus’ name is absolutely essential if you truly believe the scriptures.  Did you get baptized when you believed?

And notice carefully the question is not, “did you get baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?”  That was the commandment given by Jesus to His disciples in Matthew 28:19.  In every instance scriptually where His disciples baptized someone, they obeyed that commandment by baptizing, “in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ” or “in the name of Jesus.”  In our text, Paul baptized those men “in the name of the Lord Jesus.”  So did Peter in the 2nd chapter of Acts.  I won’t go through all of the references but that is the only way anybody was ever baptized in the early Christian church.  They heard Jesus’ commandment and obeyed it.  They knew what the name – that is singular in the Greek and English – the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit is Jesus for that is how they baptized.  If you want to see someone be immersed in water with someone saying, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” you have to go to the end of the third century after the time of Christ to the formation years of the Roman Catholic Church.  It was not so in the Apostolic age.  They baptized only “in the name of Jesus.”  Does it make a difference?  Ask Paul:  when these men had been baptized by immersion but yet lacking the name of Jesus being called over them, he rebaptized them in the name of Jesus.  Apparently it is a big deal!  The name of Jesus is the only name that saves us – for there is no other name given under heaven whereby men must be saved.  I ask you an Apostolic question, a question that the Apostle Paul and Peter would expect me to ask if they were here; a question that they would think strange not to be asked in a church that professed to be Christian:  “Did you get baptized in the name of Jesus Christ when you believed?

_______________________________________________________________________

And again, I ask you the original question.  Don’t get offended at my asking this directly, for I am only following the example of the Apostles of scripture.  I ask you:

Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?

Let us ask that question of these men after the events of our text in Acts 19.  Let us ask them this question after Acts 19:1-7 and hear their reply. “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  They would now say, “Absolutely!”  There is no doubt.  They are not uncertain.  They know surely that they received it.  Why?  Because they felt the Holy Spirit come upon them and there is no doubt to anyone standing near because they heard them speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave the utterance.  And there is no doubt in the weeks and years to come because they spake that day with great anointing so it could be said that they prophesied and they saw the Spirit work through them to transform them and those around them.  Before they had received, they were uncertain and unsure.  But afterwards they knew absolutely that they had received the Holy Spirit because they received just as the Apostles and other believers had.  The Holy Spirit came upon them and entered into them and the could feel it and the Spirit took control of their tongue and caused them to utter forth the praises of God in a language that they did not know nor had never studied.  And the Holy Spirit changed their speech in their known language from that day forth.  Do not say that the speaking in tongues was merely God cleaning up their language or putting oomph behind their known language because that is what is meant by “prophesying.”  Before they prophesied, they first spoke with other tongues.  

Are you turned off or uncertain by my mentioning in church, “speaking in other tongues?”  Then you are turned off or uncertain of a Biblical doctrine.  I only brought it up because the scriptures brought it up.  It was the message of the Apostle Paul.  This is a scriptural thing and not a new invention.  Speaking in other tongues as the initial evidence of receiving the Holy Spirit was and is a God idea.  If you are put off by it, you need to change your mindset and beliefs to match the pure and true Word of God.  If you think it strange, then you would have been uncomfortable around the believers that Jesus Christ won and trained for He told them to tarry in Jerusalem until they were endued with the power from on high.  That power came in the 2nd chapter of Acts in the form of the Holy Spirit and when they received it, they spoke with other tongues as the Spirit gave the utterance.  

Receiving the Holy Spirit in such a manner is something that Simon Peter and the Apostle Paul would have definitely preached and been comfortable with.  So should we be!  Paul did not lead the men to learn a “prayer language.”  He did not take them in the back room and teach them to babble nonsense.”  He prayed them through until they received the Holy Spirit and when they received the Holy Spirit, they spoke with other tongues as the Spirit of God gave the utterance.  Paul later told the church, “forbid not to speak in tongues.”  A church that forbids people to have such an experience in their assembly violates scripture.  I choose to believe God over the traditions of men from later years!  I’m not speaking of worked up emotion or manmade gibberish but a supernatural experience designed and orchestrated by God Almighty!  

If you do not believe that God does such things today, then know you’ve come way too late for me to believe that!  I experienced this refreshing experience first at the age of eight.  You cannot tell me that it didn’t happen.  You cannot tell me or those who were around me that day that it was not real and certainly it has made a fantastic difference in my life!  I was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ after having repented before God and pouring out my young heart before Him.  And when I came up out of the water I began to praise God and God filled me with the Holy Spirit.  I know because the Holy Spirit came upon me, I spoke with other tongues as the Spirit gave the utterance, quite loudly and it took me a moment to realize that it was I doing it.  And since then the Holy Spirit has moved through my life greatly and affected even my normal speech!  My wife received the same experience when she was seven.  There are many around you who have experienced it for themselves.  We just attended a service where either in the service or in churches and homes watching the service on the Internet, over 5,000 people just received the experience for the first time.  It is Biblical; it is Apostolic; It is for you.  Peter told them:

Acts 2:38-39 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself." ESV     

Is the Lord our God calling people to Himself still?  Then the Holy Spirit is for you.  It is not some automatic thing that happens when you profess Christ.  The question is, “did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”  You have believed, but have you stopped short of all that God has for you?  The outpouring of the Holy Spirit was not just for the Day of Pentecost because these men received the same experience at least 23 years later.  It was not just for the Jews because the Gentiles received it within a few years in the 10th chapter of Acts and the Jewish people knew that those Italians had received it because they, too, spoke with other tongues.  In fact, in the 11th chapter of Acts, Peter told the other Apostles about the experience by saying, “they received the Holy Spirit just as we did.”  This is still the Age of Pentecost.  If you have not experienced it, you have either stopped or have not known that it was for you.  God has sent a preacher to explain the way to you more perfectly and to prod you forward.  John proclaimed that when Jesus Christ came, He would “baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”  Jesus Christ has come:  Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?  If not, then today can be your day!

Right before I open these altars for people to respond at whatever point they are today, I want to speak quickly to those who have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit:

Have you allowed God to use you to change this world since you believed?

Such was the case in Apollos’ life and such was the case in these twelve men’s experience:  the belief and the baptism of water and of the Spirit just served to propel them to introduce a divine moving of God in their generation and their societal circles.  Have you done the same?  God is calling you to do something with the great gift that you have been given!  You know much more than Apollos did, but are you acting fervently with what you know?

Whatever level you are at, today, these altars are open to you.  But more importantly the windows of heaven are open to you.  It is time that someone truly believes in the Christ.  It is time that someone truly repents.  It is time that someone was baptized the Biblical way by being baptized in water in the name of Jesus Christ.  It is time for someone to receive the promise of the Holy Spirit.  It is time for someone to allow the Holy Spirit to energize them for service and for a great work.  Let after today, it to be an easy question to answer in your life:  Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?

